Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.026; wR factor = 0.066; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.1.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 7 H 5 O 3 ) 2 (C 5 H 5 N) 2 ], the Cu atom is located on an inversion center and is coordinated by the N atoms of the two pyridine ligands, trans to each other, and to the carboxylate O atoms of two bidentate 4-hydroxybenzoate ligands [Cu-O = 1.9706 (10) and 2.5204 (11) Å ]. Hydrogen bonding between hydroxy H and carboxylate O atoms results in a layer structure parallel to the ab plane. 
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Crystal data [Cu(C 7 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (11) Å. The dipicoline-copper(II) complex differs from the title complex in that the two picoline ligands are cis to each other o ) whereas the two pyridine ligands in the title complex are trans to each other. The distortion from ideal octahedral geometry for the title compound is mainly due to the small bite angle (57.60 (4)°) formed by the bidentate carboxylate moiety. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds link the molecules into layers parallel to the ab plane (Fig. 2) . The π-π contacts between the pyridine rings,
Cg1 is the centroid of the ring (N1, C8-C12)] may further stabilize the overall structure, with centroid-centroid distance of 3.7878 (10) Å.
Experimental p-Hydroxybenzoic acid (0.35 g, 2.5 mmol) was dissolved in 100 ml of ethanol. While stirring and gently heating the solution, copper(II) acetate monohydrate (0.26 g, 1.3 mmol) was added portionwise. This was followed by 0.5 ml of pyridine and the mixture was heated for 30 minutes. The solution mixture was then filtered and upon cooling of the filtrate gave the title compound as a dark green crystalline solid.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H 0.95 Å) and were treated as riding on their parent carbon atoms, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5 times U\~eq\~(C). The hydroxy-H was refined with a restraint of 0.84 ± 0.01 Å. 
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